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PRESS RELEASE

The SENER/INAER temporary joint venture, successful bidder for the program to extend the life of the Spanish Navy's AB212 helicopters

Madrid, December 29, 2011 - Upon finalization of the public tender procedure for the program to extend the life of the Spanish Navy’s Agusta Bell 212 helicopters, the Head of Logistics Support awarded the program to the temporary joint venture formed by the companies SENER Ingeniería y Sistemas and INAER Maintenance.

The program to modernize the seven AB212 helicopters, which entered into service in 1974, will enable their operational life to be extended by at least 15 years by integrating new avionics and communication equipment, upgrading the flight and aerial navigation systems to current standards, and incorporating new abilities for monitoring maritime areas. This is an important qualitative leap in the Navy’s naval air capacity, which coincides with the entry into service of the new Maritime Action Ships (BAM).

This multiannual program, with 21 million euros in funds, will be executed at SENER’s facilities in Tres Cantos and San Agustín de Guadalix, and INAER’s facilities in Albacete and Alicante.
About SENER

SENER is a private engineering and technology group founded in 1956 in Bilbao, which seeks to offer its clients the most advanced technological solutions and which enjoys international recognition, thanks to its independence and its commitment to innovation and quality. SENER has a workforce of more than 5,000 professionals and a turnover of more than 1,000 million Euros. 

SENER performs specific engineering activities, and also has industrial holdings in companies involved in Energy and Environment and in the Aerospace sector. SENER is today an international center of excellence in performance and control systems for application in aerospace and defense, propulsion, industrial machinery and electro-medicine, as well as missiles and missile systems, guidance systems and technology related to the ISR (Intelligence, Surveillance & Reconnaissance).

In addition, multidisciplinary engineering capacity has meant that SENER is specially equipped to develop integration solutions for defense equipment or systems; products normally already exist in the market, but need to be adjusted or 'customized' to different customer requirements end, usually the Spanish Ministry of Defense, but not exclusively. In this context, SENER is a partner in Spain's industrial and technological major European companies to promote and adapt different systems to the Spanish needs, such as the Lightweight Torpedo MU-90 (EUROTORP) VTOL UAV system or CAMCOPTER S-100 (Schiebel) and others.
About INAER
INAER is the world's leading international company in helicopter emergency services and aircraft maintenance. With more than 45 years of experience and 1.2 million flying hours, it is present in Spain, Italy, France, UK, Portugal, Chile and Australia and currently has a fleet of 360 aircraft and more than 2,400 employees.

INAER is an official center for the world’s main aircraft and engine manufacturers. The company has wide experience in aircraft maintenance and modernization services outsourcing projects for Spain's Ministry of Defense, as well as various European state institutions such as the French Gendarmerie and Sécurité Civile, the Italian Protezione Civile and the French government's General Directorate for Armament. As a pioneering company in its sector in terms of innovation and development, INAER is committed to technology as an added value for the services it operates for its clients. The company therefore has an Office of Engineering and Design, which is accredited by EASA with DOA (Design Organization Approval) for implementing necessary modifications in aircraft, and which also has ROD military design certification. INAER is an INTA approved center for integrating prototypes and conducting certification flights.

INAER specializes in operations of vital importance such as medical emergencies, civil protection, sea and mountain search and rescue, monitoring the coasts and fisheries, firefighting, fixed-wing and aircraft maintenance. Its leading position is a result of the special attention INAER dedicates to the safety of its operations and services and to ongoing training for its crews and maintenance technicians, as well as in the flexibility and ability to adapt itself to the needs of its clients.
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